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1
DUAL PRESSURE RECOVERY BOILER

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to large commer-
cial boilers, and in particular to a new and useful dual
pressure boiler which uses a separate low pressure natural
circulation steam generating system in the bottom section of
the boiler.

A conventional natural circulation boiler system has a
single boiler drum, downcomers, supply tubes, furnace wall
tubes, riser tubes and steam/water separators inside the
drum. Typically, heated feedwater enters the drum via a
feedwater distribution system whose task it is to thoroughly
mix the feedwater with the saturated water separated from
the steam-water mixture supplied to the separators via the
riser tubes.

The resulting water mixture (usually subcooled, i.e.,
below saturation temperature) enters and flows through the
downcomers and is distributed via a number of supply tubes
to inlet headers of the furnace circuits, e.g. the wall tubes.

Circulation is established through the difference in fluid
density between the downcomers and the heated furnace
circuits. The fluid velocity in the furnace circuits (tubes)
must be sufficient to cool the furnace tubes, typically
exposed to combustion gases whose temperature readily
reach the ambient flame temperature of the fired fuel.

The steam-water mixture eventually reaches the outlet
headers of the furnace circuits, from where this mixture is
led to and distributed along a baffle space and from there to
the steam/water separators inside the steam drum.

As soon as the heated fluid reaches saturation conditions,
steam is beginning to form and the fluid becomes a two-
phase mixture. The fluid velocity must be sufficient to
maintain nucleate boiling (bubble-type boiling), as this is the
regime which generates the highest possible heat conduc-
tance, i.e., the best cooling between the fluid and the inside
tube wall on the heated side. Insufficient fluid velocity in
combination with high heat flux and excessive percentage of
steam in the steam-water mixture leads to steam blanketing,
equivalent to an insulating-type steam film along the heated,
inside tube wall, which causes rapid tube failure. The danger
of film boiling increases with increasing boiler pressure. The
fluid temperature in the boiling (two-phase) regime is
strictly dependent on the local internal pressure and is nearly
constant from the point where boiling starts to the point
where the saturated water leaves the separators.

The separators separate the saturated water from the
saturated steam, usually through centrifugal force generated
through either tangential entry of the two-phase fluid into
cyclones or through stationary propeller-type devices. The
centrifugal action literally “squeezes” the steam out of the
steam-water mixture.

The saturated steam leaves the top of the drum through
saturated connecting tubes which supply the steam to the
superheater where the steam is further heated to the desired
final temperature before being sent to a turbine or a process.
The saturated water, as stated earlier, leaves the bottom of
the separators and mixes with the continuously supplied
feedwater.

Low pressure recovery boilers (generally less than 800
psig operating pressure) have been operating for years
without significant material or corrosion problems in the
bottom furnace. The bottom furnaces of these units have
been designed with much lower level of corrosion protec-
tion, such as pin studs and refractory, which has been
sufficient in combating corrosion for long periods of time.
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As the operating pressure of a recovery boiler and the
furnace tube metal temperature increases, the corrosion rate
increases significantly which has resulted in the need for
more exotic corrosion protection in the bottom furnace.
However, use of exotic materials has significant disadvan-
tages. Such metals are prone to cracking and require exten-
sive inspection and maintenance efforts.

A full disclosure of steam drums specifically and boilers
in general can be found in Steam/Its Generation and Use,
407 Ed., Stultz and Kitto, Eds., © 1992 The Babcock &
Wilcox Company.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The object of the present invention is to provide a dual
pressure recovery boiler having a furnace that is divided into
two sections—a bottom low pressure furnace and a top high
pressure furnace. Since the water tubes in the bottom furnace
are more susceptible to corrosion, the bottom furnace oper-
ates as a separate low pressure natural circulation steam
generating system. In contrast, the top furnace operates as a
high pressure natural circulation steam generating system.

In the preferred embodiment each section of the furnace
has its own dedicated pump and steam drum. Alternatively,
a single pump may be utilized by one of ordinary skill in the
art in place of the individual pumps. In the bottom section
of the furnace, the pump provides feed water to the steam
drum. The steam drum separates the saturated steam from
the water and discharges the steam through a piping system
that routes the discharged steam to a low pressure super-
heater for further heating. The superheated steam from the
low pressure superheater is then piped to a plant steam
header for use as process steam.

In the high pressure section of the furnace, the feed water
pump system first pumps the feed water to an economizer.
After being heated in the economizer, the feed water is fed
to the steam drum and mixed with the saturated liquid that
has been separated in the steam drum. The fluid in the drum
is circulated through the high pressure furnace and heated to
form a steam and water mixture which is fed to the steam
drum for separation. The mixture of separated water, in turn,
circulates through the upper high pressure furnace tube walls
and generating bank and then re-enters the steam drum.
Steam is then separated from the water and discharged into
the high pressure superheater. After being super heated, the
steam is routed to a turbine generator for producing elec-
tricity.

The present invention provides a dual pressure recovery
boiler having a separate bottom low pressure natural circu-
lation system which generates steam separate from a top
section of the boiler.

The present invention also improves the longevity of the
corrosion protection in the bottom low pressure section of
the boiler by operating at lower temperatures and lower
pressures. Further, the present invention improves the effi-
ciency of electricity generation in the top high pressure
section of the furnace.

The various features of novelty which characterize the
invention are pointed out with particularity in the claims
annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For a better
understanding of the invention, its operating advantages and
specific objects attained by its uses, reference is made to the
accompanying drawings and descriptive matter in which a
preferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of a dual pressure recovery
boiler according to the present invention; and

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a dual pressure recovery
boiler according to the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to the drawings, in which like reference
numerals are used to refer to the same or similar elements,
FIGS. 1 and 2 show the principle of a dual pressure recovery
boiler 100 having a low pressure bottom section 10 and a
high pressure top section 10'. The low pressure bottom
section 10' is preferably separated from the high pressure top
section 10 at approximately six feet above the centerline of
tertiary air ports 16.

The low pressure bottom section 10 and the high pressure
top section 10' form separate natural circulation systems.
Each section 10, 10' has its own dedicated steam drum 12,
12' for separating saturated steam from water, pump 14, 14'
for pumping feed water to the steam drum 12, 12', and
superheater 20, 20' for increasing the temperature of the
saturated steam which exits the steam drum 12, 12'.

Pump 14 feeds water to the lower pressure steam drum 12
preferably at a temperature below the saturation temperature
of water in the steam drum. The low pressure steam drum 12
operates at a pressure below eight hundred (800) psig,
wherein the preferred range is between about six hundred
and fifty (650) psig to about seven hundred and fifty (750)
psig. Tubing 18 routes the saturated steam to the low
pressure superheater 20 located in the rear of the high
pressure top section 10'. The low pressure superheater 20 is
a single pass type. The operating pressure of the low
pressure steam drum 12 allows for a pressure drop between
the drum 12 and the low pressure superheater 20, preferably
between about zero (0) psig to about one hundred (100) psig.
The low pressure superheater 20 adds between about zero
(0) to two hundred (200) degrees Fahrenheit of super heat to
the steam, preferably one hundred (100) degrees Fahrenheit,
discharging the super heated steam to plant steam header 22
(shown schematically in FIG. 2), between about two hun-
dred (200) psig and about eight hundred (800) psig, prefer-
ably about 600 psig. The steam is used for soot blowing or
other applications. The operating conditions of the low
pressure bottom section 10 of the boiler 100 produce at least
one hundred thousand (100,000) pph of saturated steam.
However, the amount of saturated steam actually produced
may vary depending on the needs of the application and how
one of ordinary skill in the art utilized the teachings of the
present invention.

The separated water from the low pressure steam drum 12
flows in piping 28 into the low pressure bottom section 10
of the boiler 100. The water enters into and circulates in
furnace wall tubes 11 and then re-enters the low pressure
steam drum 12. The process of separating saturated steam
from the water, discharging the saturated steam to the low
pressure superheater 20 and directing the super heated steam
to the steam header 22 repeats.

The natural circulation system in the high pressure top
section 10' is operated similarly but at higher temperatures
and pressures. The pump 14' feeds water to heat exchanger
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or economizer 17 which is fluidly connected downstream
from the pump 14' before the high pressure steam drum 12'.
The economizer 17, in turn, discharges the water to the high
pressure steam drum 12'. Steam is separated from the
circulating water and routed via tubing 18' to the high
pressure superheater 20', which is preferably located adja-
cent the low pressure superheater 20. From the high pressure
superheater 20', the steam flows to turbine/generator 24
(shown schematically in FIG. 2) to produce electricity.
Water from the steam drum circulates through the upper
furnace walls 11' and the generating bank and is redirected
to the high pressure steam drum 12"

While a specific embodiment of the invention has been
shown and described in detail to illustrate the application of
the principles of the invention, it will be understood that the
invention may be embodied otherwise without departing
from such principles.

We claim:

1. A dual pressure boiler system comprising:

a bottom furnace that operates as a low pressure natural
steam generating system having a low pressure steam
drum, a first pump for providing feed water to the low
pressure steam drum, and a low pressure superheater
fluidly connected to the low pressure steam drum; and
a top furnace that operates as a high pressure natural
steam generating system having a high pressure steam
drum, a second pump for providing feed water to the
high pressure steam drum, a high pressure superheater
fluidly connected to the high pressure steam drum, and
a tertiary air port wherein the bottom furnace is located
below the tertiary air port.

2. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the high pressure natural steam generating system
further comprises an economizer fluidly connected down-
stream from the second pump before the high pressure
superheater.

3. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the low pressure superheater discharges steam to a
steam header and the high pressure superheater discharges
steam to a turbine generator.

4. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the high pressure steam drum has an operating
pressure in the range of about nine hundred and fifty (950)
psig to about twenty four hundred (2400) psig.

5. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the low pressure superheater is located adjacent to
the high pressure superheater at the top of the furnace.

6. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the low pressure superheater is a single pass type.

7. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the low pressure steam drum has an operating
pressure that allows for a pressure drop between the low
pressure steam drum and the low pressure superheater
between about zero (0) psig and about one hundred (100)
psig.

8. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the low pressure steam drum has an operating
pressure that allows for a pressure drop between the low
pressure steam drum and the low pressure superheater of
about one hundred (100) psig.

9. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the low pressure superheater adds between about
zero (0) and about two hundred (200) degrees Fahrenheit of
super heat to the steam.



US 7,243,619 B2

5 6
10. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 9, 13. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
where the top furnace is located above the tertiary air port. wherein the low pressure superheater discharges steam
11. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 9, between about 200 and about 800 psig.

14. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
5 wherein the low pressure superheater discharges steam at
about 600 psig.

where the top furnace is located below the tertiary air port.

12. The dual pressure boiler system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the low pressure superheater adds about one hun-
dred (100) degrees Fahrenheit of super heat to the steam. L



